
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, September 1, 2016  

 
Minutes 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert 
E. Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. 
Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael S. Manware 
 
There was a quorum. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Natelli, to accept the 
Minutes of the August 11, 2016 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with two abstentions 
(DeFeo and Galati). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Michael Gissas – Ally G’s Everyday Angels Foundation.  Mr. Gissas said the foundation is a 
501(c)3 organization that helps families around Connecticut.  They do drives for things like 
backpacks for kids for back to school, Christmas presents, etc.  He would like to spread 
awareness of the foundation.  Mr. Gissas spoke about the possibility of a project to get solar 
lights on the linear trail and came to the board first for the approval to pursue it.  He suggested 
the project would be from Factory Square to Plantsville near Zingarella’s.  Commissioner Natelli 
gave some insight as to what the process would entail and explained that the Council does not 
want any plaques or advertising on the trail.  After about 8 years we finally got kiosks directing 
people on the trail to the downtown businesses.  He believed it would be a long process.  Others 
agreed and suggested Mr. Gissas begin by speaking with the Planning & Zoning Department to 
see if there would be any issues from their standpoint.  It would eventually need Council 
approval and this board would want to be kept in the loop should it proceed.   
 
Discussion followed regarding the fact that the trail is considered a park and all of the parks 
close at dusk.  The police would need to address this.  Also, residents and businesses in the 
vicinity would have input.  Mr. Gissas said the proposal would be for poles of 12 to 15 ft. in 
height with solar panels with a timer.  The lights could go off at, say, 9 p.m. during the week and 
10 p.m. on the weekend.  There would be no advertising on the poles. 
 
Mr. Gissas was asked what would be the benefit to his organization.  He stated greater awareness 
of who they are and what they do for families.  It was the consensus of the board to have Mr. 
Gissas pursue the project with Planning & Zoning and any other town departments as necessary 
to see if it is feasible.  Mr. Gissas said he would come back to the board with a report. 
 
 



9-1-16 Park Board Minutes; page 2 

 

2. Gary Goulet re Linear Trail.  Mr. Goulet said he has been a resident in Southington for three 
years and walks on the trail almost daily.  He brought up some points that he believes should be 
addressed: 
- Trash.  He has been picking up trash weekly, including broken bottles, food wrappers and other 
garbage. Most of the trash is in the running area on the side of the paved trail.  He is concerned 
for the safety of children and dogs who may venture there.  He asked for more trash barrels. 
- Overgrown vegetation.  Some areas are heavily neglected and need to be cut back and weeded.  
He suggested putting mulch around the plants to help keep maintenance down. 
- Bicyclists.  There are numerous bicyclists who don’t announce their approach to people 
walking on the trail.  He is concerned that someone can be seriously hurt.  He wondered if a 
requirement for some sort of noise maker (horn) would help. 
- Trees.  There are 5 or 6 trees that are in bad shape and should be removed.  Location is near 
two bridges. 
 
Mr. Goulet suggested that more volunteers could help to keep the trail clean and maintained.  It 
is a safety and liability issue.  Mr. Goulet was thanked for bringing this information to the 
board’s attention.  Chairman said we would look into his concerns and see what can be done to 
improve the situation. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:   
1. Letter from Gale A. Zeil.  Ms. Zeil is asking permission to plant arborvitae evergreens on the 
border of her backyard with Panthorn Park to serve as a noise barrier.  She has offered to do the 
work at her expense.  There was discussion about the location in question.  Mr. Manware said he 
would walk the area to make sure there would be no problem with entrance to the park if the 
board approves the request.  Commissioner Romano noted that if excavating equipment would 
be used, they should provide the town with a certificate of insurance.  When asked, Mr. Manware 
stated that the Parks Commissioners and he as the Tree Warden have the authority per statute to 
grant permission for tree planting in the parks and would not require authorization by the Town 
Council.   
 
Following discussion, Commissioner Natelli made a motion to approve the request of Gale Zeil 
assuming her total responsibility for purchasing Green Giant arborvitae evergreens, their care 
and maintenance, and replacement of any trees if necessary, and would work closely and in 
concert with the staff at the Southington Parks Department to insure that all regulations and 
requirements mandated by the Commission and the department are met.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Romano and carried unanimously. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay said fall programs are about 90% secure with space.  They have been working with 
the school staff and are just waiting for a couple more.  All programs are ready to open for 
registration.  Fall tennis program starts next week at Panthorn Park.  Youth basketball opened 
registration online today.  Youth groups are getting ready to go.  Fall youth football groups are 
underway.   
 
Music on the Green ended last night.  It was a great season this year with attendance.  He has 
received good feedback.  Pools.  Memorial closed on August 26.  Rec pool is on a limited 
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schedule and will close on September 11.  Bow hunting at Crescent Lake starts September 15 
through the end of December. Hunters can sign up for three days a week and permits are for 
town residents only and archery only unless handicapped who may be able to use a crossbow.   
 
Football field lighting.  Ran into a minor issue. One of the poles has a sink hole around it.  It was 
discovered that a drain pipe was punctured during installation.  Mr. Lapreay has been in touch 
with ECI, Musco Lighting and Keith Hayden of the Engineering Department regarding the issue.  
He is waiting to hear back on how to proceed. 
 
Apple Harvest .  The festival begins the end of September until October 9.  The sign on the 
corner of the Green is shut down for the two weeks because the tents are located there and would 
block any signs that might be there. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that the mobile stage will be used by Crossroads “One Clean Day of Fun” 
program in Wolcott on September 24.  We have been allowing this for the past 5 or 6 years as 
recommended by the town manager.  It is a one-day program; we bring it up and they pay for 
overtime. 
 
There were a couple of issues with water consumption bills with our leagues.  Mr. Manware 
spoke with Mark Sciota about it.  Irrigation can be playing into this.  He approached Western and 
South because those bills were pretty high.  We looked for any leaking issues.  It was agreed that 
we would have control of their irrigation clocks.  It could be that they are not set for the correct 
amount of time; you want to be sure not to overwater.  We will keep an eye on it. 
 
Mr. Manware stated that we have started landscaping for the arts building next door.  We will do 
the plantings in the next week or two. 
 
Memorial Park:  Since construction we took a line down from the building to a pole by the 
entrance (our pole, not Eversource).  We will put a new light there, something brighter, pointing 
away from the properties to light the entrance to the park.  It would be similar to what we have at 
Recreation Park.  We had a resident interested in donating a handicap chair/swing at the Rec 
even though Panthorn is designated as a handicap playground.  Mr. Manware said we have had 
to replace the straps on the swings as they had been disappearing.  The resident is now looking 
into other options.  We are looking into somehow making the straps permanent but adjustable.  
He will keep the board up to date on that.  Eversource removed two good-size maples for 
protection of their circuits at no cost to the town. 
 
Mr. Manware said that the Orchard Valley Garden Club has been helping with maintenance of 
the vegetation along the trail.  They have been asking for projects.  He gave them one for this 
month.  The club has been very helpful in keeping up with the invasives.  They will be donating 
an oak tree for Panthorn Park.  Discussion followed regarding trail maintenance.  There are a lot 
of invasive weeds that are difficult to control.  They are cut back once or twice a year and the 
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running area is mowed.  There is mostly stone dust in that area.  The board talked about the items 
brought up by Mr. Goulet earlier and what could be done about them.  Mr. Manware will check 
whether the trees mentioned were town or private.  If they are private we could ask for 
permission to cut them as necessary.  Chairman Fasulo and Commissioner Romano said they 
would go on the trail and check out the situation. 
 
Commissioner Natelli made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  Motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1.  Park Warden.  Chairman asked that this be put on the agenda as old business but it might 
actually be new business.  He had a meeting with Mark Sciota and Mike Manware to talk about 
possibly bringing back a park warden.  We have not had one at Crescent Lake since 2010.  They 
looked into what was done back then.  Basically, they opened and closed the gate.  Mr. Lapreay 
noted that the wardens were also checking permits back then which we don’t do anymore. 
They worked about 20 hours a week which included making sure everyone was out at closing 
time.  The Open Space Committee approached the Chairman after some complaints from the 
residents.  The complaints had to do with the gate not being opened at the scheduled time.  The 
Police Department has been handling this after the warden program terminated.  In emails from 
the town attorney and the town manager it was suggested to possibly get retired people to open 
and close the gate and keep it to 20 hours a week.  It would have to be built into the budget.  
They are asking for our opinion.  Mr. Lapreay spoke with the police.  The animal control officer 
was taking care of the gate during shift change.  Occasionally, there might be a delay if he was 
off or there was a police event happening.  Commissioner Romano said he is not in favor of the 
warden issue.  He likes that there is a police presence and there are cameras for monitoring.  He 
also noted that you would have to keep it under 20 hours a week or have to provide benefits.  
Commissioner Natelli agreed with him.  Mr. Lapreay said there have been some complaints 
about people fishing off the dam but that is the Water Department’s responsibility. 
 
Following further discussion, Commissioner Romano made a motion to recommend not to 
pursue the warden; seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried unanimously. 
 
2. League Stipends.  Commissioner Natelli would like to have a conversation next month so that 
we will be ready for budget season.  It needs to be revisited. 
 
3. Fee Schedule.  This is not ready but should be addressed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1.  Ice Skating Rink.  A meeting was held to talk about the future.  Some suggestions were made 
that we go back to preparing the Memorial Park pond for skating.  The liners only last 2-3 years.  
Mark Sciota spoke with Dave Lavallee about preparing the pond; it is doable.  Mr. Manware said 
there is silt and growth coming off the pond.  We cut only the brush.  Dave Lavallee will come 
up with a plan and cost for Mark Sciota to review.  It would have to go to the Council for 
approval.  For this year we will use the liner and hopefully next year use Memorial.  
Commissioner Romano said we should also look into using the one at Massarelli Field.  Kids are 
already skating there now.  Mr. Lapreay commented that the property line runs through the 



9-1-16 Park Board Minutes; page 5 

 

Armory and we would need permission from them.  It could be good to have two skating areas; 
one for family skating and one for those wishing to play hockey.   
 
At this time, Commissioner Natelli left the meeting (7:38 p.m.) as he had an appointment. 
 
2.  Goat Island Storage – Italian Festival.  Chairman said the festival organizers are looking to 
share some storage space for Italian Festival items (signs, etc.).  He met with Mark Sciota and 
Jim Champagne about it.  The garage needs to be organized and cleaned out but there could be 
room for the items.  A clean-up day was scheduled. 
 
3.  Responsibilities – Town and Leagues.  Mark Sciota said the leases are kind of vague and need 
to be clearer as to who is responsible for what.  If it is structural, it’s the town.  If cosmetic it 
would be the league’s responsibility. 
 
4.  Park Buildings Master Plan.  Mark Sciota has suggested that the board initiate a master plan 
of all the park buildings and possible needs for the next five years.  Chairman said the first thing 
we need is a list of the buildings.  Discussion followed on who does the evaluation of the 
buildings.  Chair asked Mr. Manware to put together a list of the buildings for a start.  Eventually 
the plan would become part of the budget and capital improvement plan. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made by Commissioner 
Romano, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried and 
meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


